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This monograph in devoted to the key political events and 
processes that have shaped the Central Asian states, spanning 
from the period immediately preceding their formation through 
the end of the fi rst quarter of the 21st century. It addresses 
a juncture at which the development trajectories of each 
country are being reconfi gured by a new geopolitical landscape, 
marking the advent of a qualitatively distinct era for the region. 
The author analyzes the overarching phases of state-building 
within each republic, the transformation of national elites 
and specifi c instances of power transition, ethnopolitical and 
religious dynamics, and the conditions and nuances underlying 
the conceptual and practical articulation of foreign policy 
foundations.
Particular attention is devoted to the confl ict episodes of this 
period — including interethnic strife — assessed through the lens 
of their enduring impact on subsequent development. The study 
places special emphasis on the history of each country’s bilateral 
relations with Russia, as well as their engagement with other 
pivotal external actors.
This publication is intended for scholars specializing in 
international relations, historians, area studies specialists, 
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